Dutch version
Please find below a short letter from  T. H. Morgan to Hugo de Vries. 
The short paper referred to must be An Oenothera-like case in Drosophila, 1917 being a summary of a presentation given by Muller at a meeting of  the National Academy of Science earlier that year. 

The complete paper is Genetic Variability, Twin Hybrids and Constant Hybrids, in a Case of Balanced Lethal Factors, by Hermann J Muller, in Genetics, Vol 3, No 5, Sept 1918, pp 422-499, giving the full scientific evidence behind the earlier presentation.
Muller then was at Rice University, however also attending meetings of Morgans Flyroom team at Columbia. It was the work of that team that ultimately brought Morgan the Nobel prize in 1933 on genetics.

The note Morgan added to the letter were [with modifications, however the same figures] published in the book The physical basis of Heredity, 1919. The words happy solution then were replaced by more neutral terms, thus also avoiding the “unhappy” noted by De Vries in margine.

In Genetics the Muller paper is preceeded by one by De Vries on pp. 397-421 Twin Hybrids of Oe HookeriT. And G., in which he re-evaluates his earlier research findings in terms of the lethal factors brought up by Muller. Evidently anothrt courtesy to the grand old man [De Vries then approaching 70].
Morgan and De Vries were quite close friends, and during his second US trip De Vries paid him a visit of over one week. This is also shown by the tone of the letter, as is Morgans admiration for his older collegue.

In all a nice example of professorial courtesy in the early 20th century.

[image: image1.jpg]Columbia Tniversity
inthedityof HewPark

DEPARTMENT OF Z0dLoGY

Jan. 5, 1018,
Professor Hugo De Vries,
Iunteren, Hollend.
My dear Professor De Vries:

Greetings for the New Year and
many good wisnes for better times,

I wish to thank you for the reprints which came
yesterday and which I shall read with the greatest interest,
Dr. Bridges would also like me to acknowledge your kindness
in sending reprints to him,

A few days ago Dr, H, J, Muller sent you a short
paper entitled "An Oenothera-like Case in Drosophila" which I
hope you will read. ., Thg gaper is a very brief summary only,
representing a very. piece of work extending over
several years, The completed paper is now finished and in my
hands, but can not be published before September and Pernhaps you
will Tot care to express an opinion in regard to the questions
raised by it until the full evidence is vefore you, I can,
however, assure you that it represents a very careful piece of
experimental analytical work and personally I think there can
be no question as to the conclusions which he has reached as
they all rest on direct genetic evidence, I mention this be-
cause you may get the impression from the brief abstract that
there is more theory than facts, whereas in reality every point
made in the abstract rests on an established body of informa=
tion, I am anxious to have your Opinion in regard to the
extension of the conclusions which he remches for Drosophila
to that part of your Oenotnera work on which it apparently bears.

Professor Shull ms president of the Society of
Neturalists organized 2 symposium at a recent meeting of the
Society in which it fell to my 10t to appear as champion of
mutation, I made certain statements in regard to Oenothera
of which you mey not epprove and I fear some of our botanists
here may also be after me with a big stick, These statements,
however, were based strictly on Muller's work, No hamm has
been done as yet since the statements were not printed and be-
fore doing 80 I should, as I said, appreciate very much your
comment, whichever way it turns out, I am enclosing therefore
@ few pages, somevhat oratorical I fear, which give neverthe-
lesa the gist of what I said, I hope you will be able to in-
terpret the rather sketchy diagrams illustrating the points
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briefly mentioned in the text, Without them, I fear the
text is unintelligible,

With kind greetings to Mrs, De Vries from Mrs,
Morgan and myself, end best wishes to you both, I am,

8incerely yours,

TN W 4™
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